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USA by the Bay Speakers Explore the Power of Storytelling in a Digital Age 

FAIRHOPE, Ala. - USA by the Bay invites the public to the Eastern Shore Speaker Series event 

on Thursday, February 5, at 5:30 p.m. at the University of South Alabama Baldwin County 

Campus Performance Center. The event will feature Dr. Jocelyn Cullity, director of the Stokes 

Center for Creative Writing, and Dr. Ellen Burton Harrington, chair of the Department of 

English at the University of South Alabama. 

Cullity and Harrington will present a talk titled “Stories Matter in a Digital World.” They will be 

exploring how storytelling helps individuals and communities make meaning, use empathy, and 

pay attention in an increasingly digital word. The speakers will be speaking on the work of 

Southern writers such as Zora Neale Hurston and Harper Lee to examine how reading and 

writing stories shape human connections across time and place. 

“How do we write good stories, and how does reading help us notice the world around us?” 

Cullity and Harrington ask. Their talk will go over these questions using literary history, 

contemporary culture, and lived experiences, aiming to emphasize the enduring relevance of 

stories in a digital age.  

Dr. Jocelyn Cullity is an award-winning novelist and director. Her novel Amah and the Silk-

Winged Pigeons won the 2018 Best Book Awards and has been published internationally. Her 

second novel, The Envy of Paradise, was a finalist for the 2020 International Book Awards in 

Multicultural Fiction. Cullity’s third novel, The Nurse at Baker’s Hospital, is scheduled for 

publication by Regal House in October 2026. 

Dr. Ellen Burton Harrington is the professor and chair of English at the University of South 

Alabama and serves as co-chair of the Common Read/Common world Committee and chair of 

the Council of Department Chairs. Harrington is a specialist in British literature. Her monograph, 

Conrad’s Sensational Heroines: Gender and Representation in the Late Fiction of Joseph 

Conrad, was published by Palgrave Macmillan in 2017. 

USA By the Bay events are free and open to the public. Seating is limited and registration is 

required. Doors open at 5 p.m., with the talk beginning at 5:30 p.m. A reception will follow the 

presentation. 

USA by the Bay is a free Eastern Shore speaker series hosted by the University of South 

Alabama Baldwin County Campus in Fairhope. It features presentations from university faculty, 

artists, and industry experts covering diverse topics such as archaeology, coastal conservation, 

and regional history.  

### 

For More Information: 



Kaylee Lambert 

APR Student 

(251) 593-8328 

Kaylee04lambert@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Kaylee04lambert@gmail.com

