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USA by the Bay Speakers Explore the Power of Storytelling in a Digital Age

USA By the Bay, the University of South Alabama's Eastern Shore speaker series,
showcases a diverse array of lectures and performances by artists, scholars and industry
experts at the USA Baldwin County Campus Performance Centerin Fairhope. The events
are free and open to the public. Seating is limited in the USA Baldwin County Campus
Performance Center. Online registration is therefore required. You can register by going to
USA by the Bay Eastern Shore Speaker Series and clicking “register now.”

Dr. Jocelyn Cullity was born in Australia, grew up in Toronto, and now lives in Mobile, Ala.
She is now the director of the Stokes Center for Creative Writing and director of Creative
Writing at the University of South Alabama. She has earned her PhD in Creative Writing
from Florida State University. She also has an interdisciplinary MA in Creative Writing,
Women’s Studies, and International Studies from the University of lowa. Her most recent
publications include: The Envy of Paradise (novel) Inanna Publications (November 15,
2019). Finalist, Multicultural Fiction, International Book Awards, 2020. Interview with Janet
Burroway, The Missouri Review (Summer, 2019). "Clement Parsons and Rudyard Kipling,"
(assistant to editor for scholarly article), The Kipling Journal (December, 2018)."Cocktail
Hour" (short story), (September, 2018). Nominated for a Pushcart Prize. Amah and the Silk-
winged Pigeons (novel), Inanna Publications (Fall, 2017). Winner, Historical Fiction, Best
Book Awards, 2018.

Dr. Ellen Burton Harrington is an assistant professor in the English department the
University of South Alabama. She specializes in British Victorian literature, detective and
sensation fiction, and the gender and colonial contexts of literature. She has earned her
Ph.D. in English literature from Tulane University She has published on works of authors
such as Joseph Conrad, Charles Dickens, and Wilkie Collins. Her research includes critical
anthology on women writers of short fiction and ongoing projects relatingto Conrad’s

heroines. Her most recent publications include: "The Haunting Ideal in 'Freya of the Seven
Isles' and Nostromo." University Press, 2025. "Revolution and Return in Joseph Conrad's
The Rover.", Joseph Conrad: The Centennial Appraisal. Rawat Publications, 2025.
"Cannibalsin the City: The Urban Gothic Metropolis of The Secret Agent." The Routledge
Companion to Conrad. Routledge, 2024.
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USA by the Bay Speakers Explore the Power of Storytelling in a Digital Age
WHO

e USA by the Bay invites the public to the Eastern Shore Speaker Series event.

e The event will feature Dr. Jocelyn Cullity, director of the Stokes Center for Creative
Writing, and Dr. Ellen Burton Harrington, chair of the Department of English at the
University of South Alabama.

WHAT

e Cullity and Harrington will present a talk titled “Stories Matter in a Digital World.”
They will be exploring how storytelling helps individuals and communities make
meaning, use empathy, and pay attention in an increasingly digital word. The
speakers will be speaking on the work of Southern writers such as Zora Neale
Hurston and Harper Lee to examine how reading and writing stories shape human
connections across time and place.

WHEN

e USA by the Bay invites the public to the Eastern Shore Speaker Series event on
Thursday, February 5, at 5:30 p.m.

e Doorsopenat5 p.m., with the talk beginning at 5:30 p.m. A reception will follow the
presentation.

WHERE

e USA by the Bay invites the public to the Eastern Shore Speaker Series event at the
University of South Alabama Baldwin County Campus Performance Center.

e The University of South Alabama Baldwin County Campus Performance Center is
located at 111 St. James Avenue, Fairhope, Alabama 36532.
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